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Berlin, 12 October 2018 

 

Press release 

 

A big day out for a little rhino  

Zoo Berlin’s baby black rhino heads outside for the first time 

The door to the indoor rhino habitat opens. Several pieces of apple have been placed by the 

entrance to tempt the animals outside. But at first it seems mother rhino Maburi has other 

ideas: she sticks her head out, picks up the closest piece of fruit and withdraws. A little later, 

however, another rhino head peers around the door – and this one is much, much smaller. 

Leaving her mum behind, the three-week-old calf trots confidently into the outdoors for the 

very first time. It is 12 October, and everyone at the Zoo is proud of our bold rhino baby. 

She may not yet sport the impressive horns of her species, but the little rhino has gained 

plenty of strength in the first few weeks of her life. Now around 25 kilos in weight, she is 

spending time in the outdoor habitat with her mother Maburi (16), exploring her world with 

interest. 

The sponsor of Maburi and her calf is local financial institution Berliner Sparkasse. The bank 

is asking the public to suggest names for the young rhino. Proposals can be made on 

Berliner Sparkasse’s social media channels, on Zoo Berlin’s Facebook page, or at the Zoo 

ServiceCenter. 

Frank Weidner, head of corporate communication at Berliner Sparkasse, had this to say: 

“The baby rhino is an additional attraction for Zoo Berlin, which does such valuable 

conservation work. Berliner Sparkasse is delighted to be able to support those efforts.” 

Since cold, wet weather is far from ideal for little black rhinos, during the winter Maburi and 

her baby will only be outside and on show to Zoo visitors for a few hours at a time. 

 

Background information: 

The baby black rhinoceros at Zoo Berlin was born on 22 September 2018, which also 

happened to be World Rhino Day! Following a gestation period of around 15 months, Maburi 

(16) gave birth to her third calf – a little girl weighing 20 kilos. Rhinoceroses are born without 

horns to avoid injuring the mother. Not long after her birth, however, two thick patches were 
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already visible on the calf’s nose, and these will eventually develop into horns. Maburi will 

suckle her baby for about two years until she is old enough to feed exclusively on leaves, 

twigs and vegetables. Black rhinos reach maturity at around five years of age and usually 

weigh around 1.3 tonnes when fully grown. 

The new calf is the 20th black rhino to be born at Zoo Berlin. Berlin’s zoos make an active 

contribution to the protection and conservation of black rhinoceroses, which are currently 

classified as “Critically Endangered” by the International Union for Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN). In 2012, female black rhinoceros Zawadi, born at Zoo Berlin, was successfully 

reintroduced into the wild in the Mkomazi National Park in Tanzania, where she gave birth to 

her first calf in 2016.  
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